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From The Loft 
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Wilson Home for Funerals, Inc 

Just as another spring has arrived in southern 
Ohio, so too is it time for another issue of Ohio 
Southland. Response to our new quarterly has been 
very gratifying. Over four hundred subscriptions 
have already been received, coming in from twenty 
seven states. We appreciate your confidence and 
trust and hope that this and future issues live up to 
your expectations. 

And, just as our readership increases in 
numbers, so does Ohio Southland increase in size. 
This issue includes an additional eight pages over our 
first edition and we hope to further expand the 
magazine in future issues. 

For those readers not living in the Ohio 
Southland area, you're missing a real treat. 
Springtime is certainly one of the most beautiful times 
of the year here in the Ohio Valley. Just as the grass 
begins to turn green, the hillsides and ravines come 
alive with color as various wild flowers commence 
blooming on the forest floor. And these herald the 
awakening of the native redbuds which paint the 
countryside with their breathtaking hues of purple to 
pink. And as the redbuds begin to fade, the 
flowering dogwoods are already starting to display 
their large, showy blooms. And while all of this is 
going on, the farmers initiate their annual rites of 
spring and soon, the air is filled with the smell of 
freshly plowed earth. Fierce thunderstorms rake the 
area with heavy winds and driving rains, but Mother 
Nature knows best as she closes out winter and begins 
breathing new life into the earth. Spring has sprung. 

We at Ohio Southland take pride in presenting 
the history and other aspects of our area's heritage 
accurately, as it was and is, not necessarily how we 
want it to be. In this respect we wish to correct an error 
discovered in our premier issue. In the article entitled 
"The Black King of the Air," we illustrated a small 
frame house in the village of Seaman and indicated 
that it was the former home of San and Callie Rogers. 
We have been informed that this is incorrect. The 
original Rogers homestead was located on the next 
lot east of the home pictured and was torn down only 
a few years ago for the construction of the Seaman 
Baptist Church. We regret this error but appreciate 
having the record set straight. 

Stephen Kelley S 

35 West Second Street 
Manchester, Ohio 45144 

(513) 549-3363 

Founded in 1897 

wt^m 
\c\msm\ 

\ Dodge 
VlymoulB 

1 
BOB 

MALCOM 
1 • SALES • StHVlUt • KAHIS 

SALES: MON-WED-FRI t-TrSO 
TUES « THURS (-5:30 

1 SATURDAY t-5:00 

SERVICE: MON-FRI S-5:00 
SATURDAY 8-12:00 

NEW & USED CARS & TRUCKS 

587-2621 
213 RARDEN RD. PEEBLES, OHIO 

YOUNG'S 
?w Cardinal 

supermarket 
Telephone: 386-2911 

MON.—SAT. 9 A.M. - 8 P.M. 
SUNDAY 10 A.M.-5 P.M. 

MEATS - PRODUCE - DELI & BAKERY 

FOOD STAMPS WELCOME 

FREE DELIVERY LOCALLY 

GOLDEN BUCKEYE CARD - 5% DISCOUNT 

ST. RT. 247 NORTH 
SEAMAN, OHIO 

file:///c/msm/


Ohio Southland - 5 

In Highland County 

Of Gladsome Events 

& 

An 1807 

Gingerbread Lady 

by £/ou/se £. Posf/e 

On November 9, 1807 one of Highland County, 
Ohio's earliest women entrepreneurs pitched her tent 
in a wilderness clearing that was to become a town 
square and sold hot gingerbread and whiskey to the 
curious come to witness the first court session held in 
Hillsborough. The court room was a borrowed log 
tavern. 

In gala mood, people came from miles around 
on foot, horseback or by wagon to learn what their 
neighbors had been up to, who had done what to 
whom and the punishments. 

Thus, the scene was set for what connoisseurs of 
local history consider the area's first recorded festival 
and Elizabeth Bloom, the gingerbread lady, its 
Queen-for-a-Day, of sorts. 

One hundred and eighty years later the lady 
was given her due -- Mrs. Bloom made a comeback 
the summer of 1987 at Hillsboro's (as it is spelled 
today) 4th of July street fair. 

One of the joys of small town festivals is lifting 
tidbits of village heritage from aging records buried 
in court house files, dusting off the legend and 
rehabbing it for today--as it happened in the revival 
of the gingerbread lady. 

Under the aegis of the American Association of 
University Women, one of the festival booths lining 
the town square bore the banner: "Mrs. Bloom's 
Gingerbread Tent." Association members, playing 

Mrs. Bloom for the day, wore mobcaps and aprons 
while selling homemade gingerbread to earn funds 
for their local scholarship awards. 

Mingling the old with the new, high school 
bands led by prancing pompon girls to the sounds of 
Sousa's stand-tall-America music marched past the 
AAUW version of Mrs. Bloom's tent. 

Yes, the 1807 gingerbread lady was again in 
the thick of it; amid fireworks, a parade and a 
prettiest baby contest. 

It was a far cry from her first recorded 
appearance in town. 

That November day when Elizabeth Dempsey 
Bloom, a bride of one year, pulled into the newly-
settled Hillsborough she probably brought in her 
gear, whiskey and gingerbread fixings by horse and 
wagon. All the way from a thinly-populated post-
office settlement in the southern part of Highland 
County-New Market-where tax records show she 
resided with her husband, Christopher. 

Getting into town was no picnic. Roods to the 
county seat were trails hacked through a thickly-
brooding forest. To begin clearing the woods for 
road beds, a town ordinance was passed 
encouraging citizens to cut trees as free firewood or 
logs for cabin construction. One specification was 
that whoever felled the trees must cut each tree low 
enough to the ground that axles of passing wagons 
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would not catch on stumps left in the road. 
Mrs. Bloom pitched her tent, built her fire and 

began her gingerbread baking near Joseph Knox's 
tavern, the borrowed cabin where court was being 
called to order. 

According to Daniel Scott's History of Highland 
County from its Earliest Settlement to June 1851, (first 
published in 1858 as a newspaper serial and in book 
form in 1890) Knox's one-room tavern could barely 
accommodate the accused, lawyers, witnesses, 
judges, etc. during the court session. (But the price 
was r i g h t - t h e county treasurer paid Knox $3 for the 
use of his building.) 

Onlookers had to stand outside the cabin, 
listening and peering as best they could through log 
cracks and the window. 

"When they grew tired of this," Scott relates, 
"they varied the entertainment by shooting at a 
mark, wrestling, jumping or occasionally fighting at 
fisticuffs." 

Court recessed at noon and festival-minded 
spectators, who had come to make a day of it, settled 
down on stumps or logs on what would be the site of a 
future court house, once the village fathers got on 
with the tree-clearing. Families pulled from their 
saddle bags chunks of meat, such as venison, and 
bread they had packed from home. They could 
happily top off their lunches by visiting Mrs. Bloom's 
tent to buy gingerbread and whiskey. 

Then back to afternoon court until time for the 
verdict. 

Because of the cramped tavern space, Scott 
claims the jury had to retire to the thicker part of the 
woods nearby to deliberate in private, sitting on a 
fallen log. 

The second day of the court session was 
considered something of a sensation and drew an 
even large crowd, as the prisoner, James Eakins, in 

ZJUe JVational Sank of c4dant^ County. 
218 NORTH MARKET STREET 

P.O. BOX 368 

Weil Union, Ohio 45693 

Scott's opinion, "was the very devil to manage during 
his captivity." 

The sheriff was paid $16.50 "for feeding and 
guarding" Eakins. Other citizens, who, evidently, 
could manage to hold Eakins in custody for only a day 
or two in their homes before complete exasperation 
set in, where allowed less pay. Eakins hod to be 
farmed out for safe-keeping, before and during the 
seven day tr ial, "as the jail was half-complete at that 
time," Scott wrote. 

The town itself was even less complete - two log 
cabins had been erected in this newly-designated 
county seat and those were said to be so far apart 
one could not see the other's chimney smoke. 

The court complaint against Eakins remains 
unknown except to the curious in 1807, who probably 
made much of the details. Records do not name the 
offense as, after all the ruckus, the defendant was 
dismissed by default of the jury. 

However, a good time must hove been hod by 
all, with the possible exception of a ruffled Mr. 
Eakins. And Mrs. Bloom assuredly mode money: she 
again appears in Scott's history when she and her 
husband were on hand at the auction of the first lots 
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sold in Hi l lsborough. 

This event seems also to have taken on a 
convivial air, rel ieving the ted ium of a sparse l i fe in 
the wilderness. The Blooms pitched their tent close to 
the auct ioneer 's stand and found a ready market for 
their cake and whiskey. 

There was considerable excitement among the 
crowd dur ing the lot sales. Towards evening the 
in f luence of the Blooms' refreshments became 
somewhat visible: f ights broke out. 

A t tendance at Hillsboro's recent street fairs rnoy 
surpass tha t of Mrs. Bloom's af fa i rs by, perhaps, 
50,000 more ga ther ing about the town square. 

But par t of the jollity was missing in 1987 - Mrs. 

Bloom's tent , to the chagr in of some purists, was minus 

the whiskey. The AAUW ladies served milk and sun-

brewed tea , 

Elouise Postle is a professional researcher of history 
and genealogy and is a member of the National 
Association of Storytellers. She is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas and has had numerous articles 
published in various newspapers and magazines. 
She makes her home in Hillsboro. 

Images of Our Heritage 

Cradling wheat over a hundred years ago in the Deer Park section of Highland County. Photo by Finley 
Black and used courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Wallis. 
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The Last Letter Home 

Of the estimated 618,000 soldiers who lost 
their lives during the War Between the States, a 
significant number of them died of disease as 
opposed to wounds received in combat. Such was 
the case of Private Robert B. McNeal of Ripley. 
Nineteen year old McNeal had enlisted on 
September 3, 1862 and was made a member of 
Company E of the 7th Regiment, Ohio Volunteer 
Cavalry, popularly known as the "River 
Regiment." 

While stationed at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 
Private McNeal took sick and died within a few 
days. In later years, his aged father, Hiram 

McNeal, was found eligible for a pension due to 
the loss of his son. Recently, one of Mr. McNeal's 
Pension Certificates was discovered and folded 
within was a letter that had been written by 
private McNeal only two days before his untimely 
death. The worn and faded letter has obviously 
been read and reread many times, a precious 
memento from a loving son to his parents, his last 
letter home. That letter is repeated here, as 
written by the young soldier's own hand. 
Unedited, all original spelling and punctuation is 
used: 

Harrdsbirg Ky 

february 22th 62 
Dear father & Mother i sit down This Sunday morning to answer your 

leter which i received on lost Thursday but my hand trembels sose That i can 
hardly write for i hove not ben very well all week Ther is some Thing the 
mater with my liver The boys have all of them That was abel has goon out on 
a ten days scout The talk is that they or agoing to cumberlan river 

You wanted to no how far The railroad is from us it is about Twenty miles 
but the stage is ther redy to take pasengers as soon as the car landes Those 
wemen that came her from ripley started on friday night and went to 
Cincinnati ag ganst morning and Then got of the boot and took the cars for 
nichelous vill aganst the midel of the day and then took the stage and got 
her be four dark on Saturday evening sose They started about twelve oclock 
on friday and got her on Saturday evening 

You wanted to no what we don with that man that we had under orest 
for killing that solder he was tried by sivil authority and cleared but i think 
that they aught to have hung him for he looked guilty 

You wanted to no how my boots was waring they have begun to play 
out and my hat is about gon up if you should com i wish that you would bring 
me a par of boots and hot for hots and boots is both about too prices if you 
shohould bring me a hot get a low cornered one 

It comenest asnowing her yesterday evening the snow is about too or 
three inches deep 

but as my hands trembels so i shall close by sending my respects to all 
pleas excuse all mistakes for ther is a heap of them yours truly 

R.B. McNeal 
tell William and the girls that i will write to them as soon as i get abel 
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Murder of a Sheriff 

7|\̂  

Southern Ohio was stunned when, on 
January 12,1953, word was received that Adams 
County Sheriff, Ben K. Perry, had been gunned 
down in the line of duty. Having been sworn into 
the office just one week earlier, the career 
lawman went down while firing at his assailants, 
both of whom had been "model" prisoners at the 
London Prison Farm from where they had recently 
escaped. The violent death of the high sheriff 
triggered a massive manhunt throughout the hills 
of the Ohio Southland area involving hundreds of 
law enforcement officials as well as deputized 
citizens from three states. 

Bennona Keilea Perry was a native of Adams 
County, born to Josiah and Sarah dinger Perry. 
He was raised to manhood on the family farm 
near Bentonville and >vas married to Lulu 
Howland also of Sprigg Township. While still a 
youth, Ben became Involved in the printing 
Industry, working for various newspapers in 
Piqua, Canal Dover and Portsmouth. This work 
eventually lead him to Gary, Indiana where he 
was employed as circulating manager of the 
G a r y Evening Pest. 

While engaged in journalism, Ben Perry 
began moonlighting and selling insurance on the 
side for additional income. His interest in 

THE MANCHESTER SIGNAL 
January 15, 1953 

Sheriff Ben K. Perry who had been serving 
Adams County just one week, was shot and killed 
Monday evening about five o'clock in a slaying that 
shocked the entire county and state, and touched off 
one of the largest manhunts that has ever been 
known in the Ohio Valley area. 

Sheriff Perry, who had been working on a theft 
case, which occurred at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

insurance investigation apparently blossomed 
and soon Perry found himself seeking full time 
work In criminal investigation. Thus began a 
twenty year career in law enforcement with the 
Gary, Indiana police force. 

In 1950 he retired from the force and 
returned to the hills of Adams County where he 
and Lulu planned a quiet retirement. Their plans 
were changed, however, when officials of the 
Republican Party persuaded him to run for Adams 
County Sheriff. On January 17, 1952, he formally 
announced his candidacy. After defeating Earl 
Daulton of Peebles In the Republican primary. 
Perry set his sights on "Big" Bill Clark, the 
Democrat Incumbent. The politically hopeful Perry 
then spent the long, hot summer of '52 "tramping 
practically every hill in Adams County, carrying 
with him literature to prove his worth as county 
sheriff." It was a hotly contested race but his 
efforts paid off and that November he scored o 
victory over Clark with a majority of less than 400 
votes. 

The following Is the story of the murder of 
Sheriff Perry and the subsequent apprehension of 
those who committed the crime as taken from 
county newspaper accounts at that time: 

Charles Carter, of near Manchester, was in town 
before his slaying, checking at the Walter Lang Motor 
Sales, Inc., which had been broken into Sunday 
night, and while there, received word that two men 
answering the description of the suspects, were seen 
walking along Rt. 4 1 , which connects West Union and 
Aberdeen. 

The sheriff left Manchester, promising to return 
the next day and continue the investigation, a 
promise he was never to fulfil l. 
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Sheriff Perry apparently spotted the two men 
walking along the road, near the William White 
farm, stopped his auto, and walked back toward 
them. About this time Mr. White passed in the truck 
and noticing that the sheriff had the two men 
stopped for questioning, decided to turn around and 
see if he could be of assistance. 

Ben Perry, with friend, while still employed by the 
Gary, Indiana police force. 

Mr. White said the sheriff was searching one 
man for weapons when he arrived on the scene. 
White stopped his truck between the spot where the 
sheriff's car was, and where he was standing with the 
men. He said he heard Perry warn the men "to keep 
your hands up. " One of them was described as black 
haired and about 5 feet 7 inches tal l , the other blond 
and about 6 feet tall. 

Just as White stepped to the road, he noticed 
the small fellow quickly dart his hand into his jacket. 
Sheriff Perry apparently also saw the move and 
grabbed the larger fellow in front of him as a shield 
and shouted to the dark-haired one to "drop that 
gun." The blond one suddenly jerked away from the 
sheriff and started in the direction of the parked 
truck. Then the guns began to blaze. 

The small one was firing at Sheriff Perry and Ben 
returned the fire. Perry succeeded in moving to the 
side of the truck and fired one shot at the blond man. 

As the sheriff fired this shot, the larger fellow tossed 
his .32 calibre revolver over the truck onto the road 
and shouted that "I give up." This gun was recovered 
by officials later. 

By this time the sheriff had been mortally 
wounded, but Mr, White did not realize this. He said 
the tall one apparently had resolved to surrender, 
but a glance at the small thug showed that he was 
reloading his gun, believed to also be a ,32 calibre 
gun. 

He (Mr. White), yelled at the sheriff to disregard 
the surrendered gunman, but keep his attention on 
the small one. Mr. White said that the sheriff just 
stood there with his smoking gun still pointed at the 
reloading slower, and was motioning for him to come 
to him. The gunman started toward the sheriff, and 
Sheriff Perry also took a few steps toward him, but as 
he reached the front of the truck he toppled, face 
forward to the road. 

As the gunmen realized the sheriff was down, 
they warned William White to stop or "you never will 
do anything again." White stopped in his tracks, and 
the two brushed by him, jumping into the sheriff's 
1951 4-door Cranbrook Plymouth, which he had just 
purchased Friday at the Walter Lang Motor Sales, 

Mr. White said the first car to come along 
contained two women and he shouted at them to get 
help in West Union. Rev. Johnny Diehl was driving the 
second car to stop, and after assisting Mr. White with 
making the sheriff more comfortable, he drove to 
West Union for help. 

The Blaine Nesbit ambulance, of Manchester, 
arrived on the scene first, and took Sheriff Perry to 
the Adams County Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. Coroner E.T. Gibboney 
said one bullet penetrated the sheriff's chest severing 
the main artery to the heart. The shot went through 
his chest coming out close to his spine. 

William (Bill) White, 
the only eye witness to 
the slaying, as he 
appeared in the 
Adams County 
Courthouse a few 
hours a fte r the 
incident. He and Mrs. 
White continue to 
make their home on 
the same farm today 
within sight of the 
murder scene. 
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Loca/ newspaper headlines screamed the tragic news of the murder of Sheriff Perry and the subsequent 

capture of his slayers. 



A four-county alarm was spread describing the 
sheriff's car in which the two men f led. Police Chief 
George Wisecup, together with "Nick" Morgan, both 
of Manchester, a former county sheriff, were 
probably the only two pursuers to come close to the 
slayers as they were in the stolen car, Wisecup passed 
the two men in the car, just as both were topping a 
small hill, near Tulip, He didn't recognize the car until 
right on top of it, and as the road there is very 
narrow, with barely enough room to pass, by the time 

Prosecutor Young on 
the job organizing 
roadblocks and 
directing the massive 
manhunt. 

Manchester's chief had turned his car around, the car 
had f led, turning off at a four-road intersection, 
Wisecup got out of his auto, and spotted their tracks, 
but,^was unable to catch up with them again. It was 
within four miles of this where the two men 
abandoned the auto, and apparently took out on 
foot through the hills in the Tulip vicinity. 

In the meantime, the pair pulled into the "Buck" 
Evans filling station, 3y2 miles east of West Union and 
one ordered Mr. Evans to "f i l l er up." After the gas 
tank was fi l led, a revolver was pulled on the 
attendant and he was ordered to bring out the cash 
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on hand. The attendant walked into the station and 
toward the back where he had a shotgun, but by the 
time he obtained the weapon the car had f led. At this 
time, Mr, Evans had not heard of the sheriff's slaying. 

A house-to-house and barn-to-barn search was 
conducted Monday night by hundreds who had 
formed posses, but to no avail. 

Tuesday morning officers from about 15 Ohio 
counties, plus Kentucky and West Virginia low 
enforcement officials, converged onto the scene, and 
organized searching parties. Bloodhounds were used 
all day Tuesday, but abandoned when they failed to 
pick up a scent. In addition to the hundreds of men, 
the Ohio Highway State Patrol plane scanned all 
escape routes during the daylight hours, but spotted 
nothing. 

By Wednesday morning the weary searchers 
had all but given up the manhunt, but the 
descriptions of the two men had been flashed into 
every law office in the United States, and may result 
in their capture. 

County Prosecuting Attorney helped direct the 
posses and Sgt. C. H. Wassenich, of the Wilmington 
state patrol office, directed state highway patrolmen 
in the search. 

Wednesday morning officers were examining 
new clues obtained. They included a holster, for an 
automatic revolver, and also clothes, which matched 
those worn by the slayers, which they found in an 
abandoned farmhouse. It indicated that at least one 
of the men had stopped there for a hurried change of 
clothes 

r * V T » T 

The People's Defender 
January 15, 1953 

The Manchester police station proved to be a 
busy place Monday night when Mayor Forrest Wikoff 
and the Manchester police department served as 
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I Chamblin Furniture 
I & Carpet 

I West Union, Ohio 

I Wayne & Joyce Chamblin, Owners 
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Deputy Eugene Fulton, a forty 
year old farmer with only one 
week's experience in law 
enforcement, was sworn in as 
Adams County Sheriff just 
hours after his former boss 
was slain in the line of duty. 
Fulton's first job: catch the 
killers. 

headquarters for the searchers of the killers of Sheriff 
Ben K. Perry. 

Mayor Wikoff and Chief George Wisecup kept 
the station open full time and a large number of men 
were deputized to work along with the State 
Highway Patrol and other officers in the search for 
the killers. 

Manchester members of the Auxiliary Patrol 
threw up road blocks at numerous roads in that 

vicinity and also served with the patroling of the 
roads along U.S. 52, 

* * * 

Felldwing the death of Sheriff Perry a general 
alarm was spread throughout southern Ohio and 
northern Kentucky and road blocks were set up in all 
sections of the county with the auxiliary patrol of 
Adams County and the sheriff offices of Meigs, Pike, 
Scioto, Brown, H igh land , Clermont , Green^ 
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^ ^ ^ • ^ • — ' — I I - - * 



Ohio Southland - 15 

Pickaway, Ross, Madison and Clinton counties 
rushing officers to West Union. Also there were the 
city police of Wilmington, Ripley, Portsmouth, 
Aberdeen and all towns in the county. The State 
Highway Patrol dispatched around fifteen units and 
25 men to the scene to help in the hunt. 

Shortly before midnight the car belonging to 
Sheriff Perry was found stuck in a ditch near Tulip 
and the two men had walked away and were 
believed to have been in that vicinity all Monday 
night. 

A call was made to Huntington, W. Va., for Sgt. 
Wilbur Honaker, of the Huntington police, to bring his 
blood hounds to the scene and he arrived in West 
Union shortly after 4 a.m. 

The county commissioners held a special session 
Monday night after the death of Sheriff Perry and 
appointed deputy sheriff Eugene Fulton as sheriff of 
Adams County. 

Shortly before daybreak Tuesday morning a 
posse and the bloodhounds were taken to the scene 
where the car was deserted. They started using cars 
to patrol the roads and at daybreak the men and 
dogs were taken to the hills. The dogs hit one track 
that lead them to a barn which was searched. The 

-•—•—»—•- -•—•—•—»—»—»—•—»—»— T » » » 

A MEMORIAL 

Let us show you our complete selection of 

monuments and markers. 

Peebles Monument Co. 
172 N. Main St. Peebles, Ohio 587-2210 

236 N. Market St. West Union, Ohio 544-2931 

Sheriff Perry's 1951 Plymouth as photographed in 
Blanton's Garage in West Union after being 
recovered in the Tulip vicinity. 

trail ended there. 
All deserted houses and outbuildings were 

searched in the area and all residents of the 
community questioned to see if the men had been 
seen walking along the roads. 

Mosier Furniture \ 
and Appliance 

217 North West Street 

West Union, Ohio 

Phone:513-544-2711 

Gary McClellan, Owner 
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These two views illustrate a re-enactment by the Ohio Highway Patrol of the fatal shooting of Sheriff Perry. 
The top view is looking south on Ohio 41 with William White still in his pickup while the sheriff is questioning 
the suspects. The bottom view is looking north with Mr. White beside his pickup calling to the sheriff just as 
Eikleberry pulls his gun and '^gets the drop" on Sheriff Perry. 
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At 4 a.m. Tuesday, the vicinity in which the car 
was left was well lighted. Each farm house had on 
lights and the residents were reported to have had 
loaded guns ready in event the pair of men should 
appear. 

Prosecuting At torney Young announced 
Tuesday evening that the gun dropped at the scene 
of the murder was one taken from the home of 
Charles Carter in Sprigg Township Sunday morning. 

Helping in the search were a number of former 
county sheriffs and deputies. They were Nick 
Morgan, of Manchester, George Baldridge, of 
Washington C.H., Bill Clark, of West Union and the 
deputies were George McCoy, Don Young and Earl 
Wolfe. 

The Manchester Signal 
January 22, 1953 

Two escaped inmates from the London, Ohio, 
prison farm, who have admitted their participation in 
the killing of Sheriff Ben K. Perry on Monday evening, 
January 12, about 5 p.m., are now being kept in the 
Scioto County jail. 

The transfer was made to Portsmouth Monday 
morning about 12:25 a.m,, after more than nine 
hours of questioning in the Adams County 
courthouse. 

When arraigned before Justice of the Peace W. 
E, Kincaid, at West Union, Tuesday afternoon and 
hearing the charges of first degree murder which 
have been placed against them, Eikleberry entered 
a plea of guilty, while Vandale pleaded not guilty. 
They were again returned to the Scioto County jail 
where they are held without bond. 

After the search for the slayers of Perry, who 
served as Adams County sheriff for one week, 
seemed hopelessly stalemated, a telephone call 
Saturday from Sheriff Francis L, Sulsberger of 
Woodsfield, in Monroe County, more than 200 miles 

Vernon L. Young, Adams County Prosecutor from 
1952-56, stayed on the job from the evening of the 
murder until the capture of Eikleberry and Vandale 
five days later. Mr. Young is well known throughout 
the Ohio Southland area and continues to practice 
law today. 

northwest of the slaying, relieved the minds of 
thousands of residents in the Ohio Valley. The 
Monroe County Sheriff told local officials that he had 
captured the two wanted men and they had 
confessed. 

1954 1989 

Ross Implement & Supply 

West Union, Ohio 

SERVING ADAMS COUNTY AND 

SURROUNDING AREA 
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Ben K. Perry (1888-1953) 
Sheriff Perry's death received nationwide attention due to his 

prominence in the Fraternal Order of Police. At that time, the FOP was the 
only national police organization in the United States. Although he never 
rose beyond the rank of sargeant while on the Gary, Indiana police force, 
this affable and sharp-witted native Adams Countian was elected to the 
office of National President of the FOP serving a total of eight years in that 
position. He had been a charter member of the Gary FOP and was elected 
its president during the early 1930s. His friendly disposition and "down 
home" style won him the respect and friendship of many of his fellow 
policemen and he soon found himself elected to the office of President of the 
Indiana FOP by the mid Thirties. From there, it was just a matter of time 
before he was elected as National President of the FOP. At the time of his 
death Sheriff Perry was still active in the FOP serving as a member of the 
National Executive Board as Past President. A year following his death, the 
Gary, Indiana FOP lodge was named the "Ben K. Perry Lodge # 6 1 " in honor 
of their fallen comrad. 
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Funeral services for the slain sheriff were held in the First Methodist Church in Manchester. 

The one who had been described as about five 
feet eight inches tal l , and dark complected, by the 
eye witness, William White, was Charles Eikleberry 
Jr., 25, who said he was born at Sardis, Ohio January 
11, 1928. 

The other, the taller of the two men, and light 
complected, was William Neal Vandale, 26, who was 
born in Spencer, West Virginia. 

Immediately following the word received here, 
posses which had been on 24-hour alerts, and made 
up of private citizens. Highway Patrol Auxiliary 
members, sheriffs from several counties and untold 
other law enforcement officers, were notified and the 
local search called off. 

Sheriff Sulsberger credited his two deputies, 
Vernon Burke, 24, and Harold Keylor, 26, with the 
capture. They nabbed Vandale at the automobile, 
which had been stolen last Wednesday night at Lick 

Fork Church, and was owned by George McGown, 
The sheriff said the two deputies received a 

" t i p " Friday night that Eikleberry was in their vicinity, 
and they called Sheriff Sulsberger, who was in 
Columbus at the time. The " t i p " was provided to the 
officers by Amor Eikleberry, a cousin to the gunman, 
and his daughter, Wilma, who saw Eikleberry drive 
by once in the car and once through the fields and 
then called the two deputies. 

When notif ied, officers in Monroe county 
immediately formed a posse of about 35 men, and 
came upon the stranded car, a 1941 Chevrolet, which 
by that time had West Virginia license on it. Vandale 
surrendered meekly to the officers, and said his 
"buddy" had went to town for help in repairing the 
car. 

Eikleberry was captured by officers, near his 
home in Antioch without any sign of resistance. 
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Gory, Indiana police officers served as Sheriff Perry's 
pall bearers. 

He apparently had seen the officers coming, 
and was hiding under a ledge of rocks. First reports 
said he was armed with two guns and a knife, but 
officers later stated that they found two guns, one a 
.32-caliber German Mauser pistol and a .38 caliber 
pearl handled revolver about 20 feet Ciway from 
where they captured Eikleberry, 

The Monroe County sheriff said that Eikleberry 
seemed to "always be in t rouble" and generally for 
pointing a gun at someone. The sheriff also said that 
officers there had been alerted as they were afraid 
that the accused slayer, who had escaped from 
London Prison Farm, might come back and try to kill 
his divorced wife. 

Eikleberry had been sent to Ohio Penitentiary 
three years ago for threatening to kill Deputy Sheriff 
Burke's mother. 

Eikleberry and Vandale signed their confession 

A mixed group of law enforcement officials plan strategy in the jury room of the courthouse. 



Eugene Fulton (1912-1985) was hired as Sheriff 
Perry's deputy one week and found himself 
appointed the new county sheriff the next week. 
Following the completion of Perry's term of office, 
Fulton successfully ran for and was elected to two 
additional terms as Adams County Sheriff. 

Sunday afternoon in the Monroe County Sheriff's 
office in the presence of Prosecuting Attorney Vernon 
L. Young, who had directed the local search, the new 
sheriff, Eugene Fulton, state highway patrolmen, 
headed by Sgt, L, L. Russell; Sheriff William McElroy, 
of Licking County, executive secretary of the Buckeye 
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Sheriffs Association, and other law enforcement 
officers. 

Calmly, and apparently with no trace of fear, 
the two confessed killers, unfolded their participation 
in the murder. 

The pair said they escaped from the London 
Prison Farm, after being sent there from the Ohio 
Pen. Prisoners who have obeyed officers and been 
model inmates are often times rewarded by being 
sent to the Farm, instead of staying at the 
penitentiary. 

Vandale and Eikleberry are seen here shortly after 
their capture. Eikleberry's defense attorney was 
Elmer Spencer who is currently serving as Adams 
County Probate Judge. 

Manchester Peebles West Union 

SUNDRY STORES 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

200 E. Second St. 47 N. Main 
Manchester Peebles 
549-4042 587-3110 

111 W. Main St. 
West Union 

544-5728 

<r T T T 

GABLE HOUSE 
ANTIQUES 

240 EAST M A I N STREET 
HILLSBORO, OHIO 

OPEN 10-5 WEEKDAYS SUNDAY 1-5 

We Also Buy Antiques 
Estates Or Individual Pieces 
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Af te r wa l k i ng a w a y f rom their f a rm work on 
M o n d a y , December 29, the pa i r dec ided to go on to 
Flor ida. Riding the rods, they made it as fa r as 
A t l an ta , G a , , a n d then caught a f re igh t t ra in moving 
in the w rong d i rect ion, a n d l anded in Louisville, Ky. 
A g a i n f a te came into p lay , when at Louisville they 
b o a r d e d another f re igh t which they thought was 
moving south, a n d when it s topped they found 
themselves in Cincinnat i . 

At Cinc innat i , they appa ren t l y gave up the 
" g o i n g sou th " i d e a , a n d h e a d e d nor th . They 
hi tchhiked rides to Manchester and started wa lk ing 
across the country Saturday, January 10. 

Whi le they were wa lk ing a l ong , they happened 
to notice Mr. a n d Mrs. Charles Carter leave their 
home, which is on Route 1, Manchester. Af ter the 
fam i l y lef t , the pa i r , in search of f o o d , said they 
entered a rear w indow. 

Sheri f f Perry was invest igat ing the burg la ry at 
the Carter home at the t ime of his dea th . He had just 
left Manchester and was dr iv ing back to West 
Union, when he not iced the two men, and s topped to 
question them. 

Editor's note: Eikleberry was found guilty of first 
degree murder with a recommendation of mercy. He 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. Since 1953, he 
has escaped prison twice but was recaptured both 
times. Vandale was found guilty of murder in the 
second degree and was sentenced to two life terms. 
Ohio Southland extends its appreciation to the 
following for their assistance with this article: Vernon 
L. Young, Kathy Fulton, William White, Wendell 
Parker and the Adams County Historical Society. 

In December, 1967, Charles Eikleberry once again 
found himself in Adams County. Shown here at thai 
time with Sheriff Chester Osman, Eickleberry was 
granted a post-conviction hearing before Judge 
James Lang while seeking a new trial. Judge Lang 
later determined that the 1953 murder trial had been 
fair and refused Eikleberry's request. The convicted 
murderer remains in the Ohio Penitentiary today, a 
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j P rosecu t ing At torney 

j Adams County, Ohio 
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Adams County Sheriffs 1797-1989 

1797-1798 David Edie 

1798-1800 John Barritt 1875 
1800-1803 Nathan Ellis 1879 
1803-1806 John Lodwick 1883 
1806-1810 John Ellison 1887 
1810-1812 John Lodwick 1889 
1812-1812 Samuel Bradford 1893 
1813-1815 Mills Stephenson 1897 
1815-1819 Thomas Mason 1899 
1819-1821 John Lodwick 1903 
1821-1823 Thomas Kincaid 1909 
1823-1827 JohnMcDaid 1911-
1827-1829 Robert McDaid 1915-
1829-1833 JohnMcDaid 1919 
1833-1837 James Cole 1923-
1837-1841 Samuel Foster 1925-
1841-1845 Fields Mariatt 1929-
1845-1847 William Smith 1931-
1847-1851 Jacobs. Rose 1935-
1851-1855 J.V. Willman 1941-
1855-1857 William Cochran 1949-
1857-1861 David S. Eyier 1953-
1861-1863 Hazlett Sproull 1953-
1863-1867 John Taylor 1965-
1867-1871 James Thoroman 1969-
1871-1873 Lyman P. Stivers 1973-
1873-1875 John Taylor 1985-

1879 John K. Pollard 
1883 Henry F. McGovney 
1887 J. Matt Long 
1889 W. Pierce Newman 
1893 Green N. McMannis 
1897 Marion Dunlap 
1899 James W.McKee 
•1903 James G.Metz 
1909 John W.Paul 
1911 C M . Gibboney 
1915 J. D.Williams 
1919 C. A. Spears 
1923 C. H. Pettit 
1925 J. LTreftz 
1929 Walter W. White 
1931 Charles M. Mack 
1935 Harry Ogle 
1941 George Baldridge 
1949 Grimes Morgan 
1953 William (Big Bill) Clark 
(7 days) Ben K. Perry 
1965 Eugene Fulton 
1969 Chester Osman 
1973 Eugene Hodge 
1985 Louis M. Fulton 

Robert Johnston 

WINCHESTER 
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Winchester, Ohio 
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Attractive fashion polo shirt or tee shirt displays "Ohio Southland Logo' 
screened printed on front. Both shirts American made 50% cotton, 50% poly, 
heavier weight material. Ideal for sport or casual dress. Make great gifts. 

Available in white only with brown imprint. 

Send check or money order to: Southland Shirt, P ,0 , Box 156, West Union, 
Ohio 45693 

Polo Shirt - $ 15,00 Tee Shirt - $8,00 
(Add 2:00 shipping and handling per total order) 

Please indicate quantity & size 
Name 

Shipping Address 

Phone No 

Polo Shirt 

Tee Shirt 

SM. 

SM. 

MD. 

MD. 

LG 

LG. 

X-LG. 

X-LG. 

Allow 4 to 5 weeks delivery. Order shipped pre-paid U.P.S. 
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The 

Pie by Marcia Baker Pogue 

Supper 

Pie suppers always seemed to me to be very 
special occasions-at least they were so regarded in 
my preschool days. My earliest recollections of social 
gatherings include the pie supper. It was always held 
in a community schoolhouse with a name like "White 
Star" or "Oak Grove""a one-room functional 
building with a low platform raised at the front for 
the teacher's desk. There was a blackboard on the 
wall and the Stars and Stripes were loyally displayed 
in a prominent place. There was a world globe or a 

roll-up map, and the teacher's inevitable pointer 
stood nearby. 

Desks and/or benches for the pupils were 
ranged in straight rows from the front to the back of 
the room, the ones for the little fellers in front, and a 
few for the big 'uns on the back wall near the door. 
The straight alignment of the desks gave way for a 
pot-bellied stove in the middle of the room. 

Such was the setting for the pie supper. To me it 
was a strange and wonderful place, hinting of 

Little one-room schools provided the perfect setting for pie suppers. 
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mysteries unknown. Anyway, the pie supper was a 
money-raising activity. The ladies took great care 
and pride in baking their favorite or prize pies. Then 
they fairly outdid themselves in wrapping and 
decorating them in gaily hued crepe paper, trimmed 
with huge paper roses or curlicues and bows. The 
kind of pie (apple, cherry, butterscotch, banana 
cream, you name it) was written on a slip of paper 
and placed on the outside of the wrapping. The 
name of the PIE-MAKER on its slip of paper was 
carefully concealed INSIDE the wrapping. That was 
part of the fun! 

The unmarried girls had the opportunity to show 
what good cooks they were and who's to know 
whether or not a favorite swain was let into the secret 
that "her" pie was the one with the red and yellow 
paper roses! And, all being fair in love, if the same 
information was slipped to more than one young 
Lochinvar so that the two would be bidding against 
each other, that was even more fun, as well as more 
money for the good cause (whatever it was). 

The married women also had a little variety 
added to their lives because, you see, after the pies 
had been auctioned off, the purchaser peeked inside 
to see whose pie he had bought. The maker of the pie 
already knew, of course, and was ready with plates 
and napkins, knives and forks, and the two sat 
together and ate the pie. I always wanted my mother 
to dress up her pie in fancy paper, but she always just 
wrapped it neatly in gray or brown wrapping paper, 
and Daddy always bought it. Where was their sense 
of romance, thought I, foolish child that I was! 

My daddy was the auctioneer and I was always 
so proud of him. Everybody liked him and he was 
much sought after for those occasions. "Here's a 
lemon meringue pie in this beautiful red, white and 
blue box. What will you give me? ...25 cents, ...do I 
hear 50? 50, how about 75? 75 cents, do I hear 80? 
75, 75, going for 75! Sold to that young man in the 

blue shirt!" Onet ime I remember they auctioned off a 
cake of soap for the dirtiest man. The fellows had a 
lot of fun with that one. 

The joys of the pie supper were remembered 
even unto my high school days and I wrote a poem 
about it, for which I received a grade of "A" --1 still 
remember the poem; let me share it with you. 

THE PIE SUPPER 
I went to a pie supper the other night 

When the rim of the golden moon hung low 
And I found the answer to this maiden's prayer 

In the fourth seat in the row. 

The scene was in a schoolhouse 
Far out from the town. 

Ah! his hair is dark and curly 
And his eyes ore soft and brown. 

The auctioneer held up my p i e -
"Ah, boys, you bought too soon; 
This here pie's a masterpiece!" 

I gazed at the golden moon. 

My Romeo sprang from his seat; 
"Two bits! Two bits!" he said. 

Oh, I will remember that 
Until I am cold and dead. 

After the selling was over 
He close beside me sat. 

We cut the pie and ate it 
And talked of this and that. 

My heart was growing fonder 
But I no longer tarried. 

When with a sinking heart 
I learned that he was married! 

F ^ o y i r y y y y 

Jerry Merkel 
2281 SpahrRd. 
Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(513)848-2359 

Books 
We Buy & Sell 

Used, Out-Of-Print 
And Rare Books 

FREE 
Search Service 
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Marcia Baker Pogue is a native of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma but has lived most of her life in Cincinnati. 
She has worked as secretary of the Education Center 
of the Cincinnati Public Schools and, at one time, 
wrote book reviews for The Cincinnati Enquirer. 
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Adena Relics from the Ohio Valley 

Springtime is the best time of the year to hunt for Indian artifacts. Ask 
any relic hunter. Shown here are a number of prehistoric stone artifacts 
found in the Ohio Valley that date to the Adena Culture. The Adena people 
lived in the Middle Ohio Valley from 1,000 B.C. to approximately 300 A.D, 

Late Adena stemmed projectile points 

Adena celt (grooveless ax), adze, 
and full grooved ax. 

Cache blade made of Flint Ridge flint, bell shaped 
pendant made of banded green slate and a blocked 
end tubular smoking pipe manufactured from 
steatite (soapstone). 
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Painting the Past: 

Clermont County's Tom Osbourne 

by Bonnie Winters 

Upon first meeting, one would guess that Tom 
Osbourne is probably a construction worker or union 
organizer. 

The strapping 56-year-old Clermont County 
man has been both those things. But his foremost love 
is art. 

Osbourne, a resident of Mt. Carmel, feels that 
Southern Ohio offers a gold mine of subject matter 
for his artistic endeavors. He recently sat outside the 
Hamilton County Work House sketching in 20 degree 
weather while Tom Selleck and a film crew worked on 
the movie "Hard Rain". 

"It's a Cincinnati landmark. I like things that are 
old. Who knows? I might get involved in a movie or 
something," said Osbourne. 

Like many artists, Osbourne has an 
unconventional and unpredictable approach to his 
work. A self-taught artist, he is becoming well known 
for his copies of works of other great artists, including 
his favorites, Rembrandt, Remington, Picasso and 
Renoir. 

"The masters are my teachers. That's who all 
painters learn from. I look at their works but still try to 
create my own," he said. 

His hardiness and flexibility have served his art 
well. Originally from Milwaukee, Osbourne moved to 
the Cincinnati area in the 1950s. A self-professed 
"jock of all trades", he has held various jobs -
everything from being a licensed exterminator to 
fabric cutter ~ to support his art habit, 

"I work for an inventory service and do odd jobs 

now," he explained. "I would love to sit around and 
just paint. This part of the country is rich in heritage. 
There are many landmarks I want to paint." 

Such was not always the case. He began 
drawing as a youth then began painting seriously in 
the 1950s. He hit a dry spell when work and other 
obligations set in. 

"I quit completely then didn't start painting 
again until 1980. I bought a few pieces from a local 
artist I admired. I was working as a union organizer 
then and was traveling across the country, sitting in 
lots of hotel rooms. I began painting again to fill up 
my time." 

Since resurrecting his talent, he has won 
numerous ribbons in local art shows, including those 
in Madeira, Sharonville and at Clermont College. His 
paintings have also been displayed at public 
libraries. 

His works have also found a welcome haven at 
one of his favorite hangouts, Ferguson's Antique Mall 
on Kellogg Avenue, in the Columbia-Tusculum/East 
End area of Cincinnati, an enclave of Appalachian 
art and history. 

"I've had paintings at Ferguson's place since it 
opened," said Osbourne. "Bill Ferguson and I go 
back to our Vine Street days when my in-laws had a 
restaurant on Vine and the Ferguson family ate 
there. We've stayed in touch because of our common 
interest in antiques and art." 

Osbourne's paintings have found an appropo 
atmosphere among the treasures at the antique Mall. 
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Tom Osbourne with one of his Indian paintings and an example of his "poor man's Rookwood" at 
Ferguson's Antique Mall. Photo by Bonnie Winters. 

While he has painted in the modern style, much of 
Osbourne's work contains the composition and muted 
colors of the old masters. A number of his paintings 
contain subjects or scenes of yesteryear - the head of 
a Native American Warrior, a Cincinnati canal scene, 
a portrait he calls his "modern Mono Lisa" and a 
crock with Indians he describes as "poor man's 
Rookwood." 

"No matter what the artist does, he is copying," 
Osbourne said. "The real artist is Mother Nature. The 
Creator gives us the talent to put it all down." 

Osbourne said his family has been supportive of 
his art. His three sons are interested in art or 
photography themselves. Wife, Ruby, graciously 
gives up her space, literally, for her husband's home 
studio, 

"Ruby does all the fussing. She's always running 
me out of the kitchen, which is my studio in bad 
weather," said Osbourne, laughing. 

Son Gerald, 22, works at Elder Photography in 
Cincinnati. Greg, 16, a student at Glen Este High 
School, is studying photography and is planning to 

set up his own dark room. Eight-year-old Jimmy, is 
following in his dad's brushstrokes. 

"When Dad sets up his easel, so does Jimmy," 
said Osbourne. 

It sounds OS if there may be several generations 
of Osbourne artists in Clermont County. 

Bonnie Winters is a general assignment reporter for 
the Kentucky Post and a free-lance writer for 
Cincinnati Suburban Press newspapers and 
Cincinnati Magazine. Born in Maysville, she now 
makes her home in Highland Heights, Kentucky, a 
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Tranquility 
Trickles 

Forth 

by Paul E. Knoop, Jr. 
From 

Ellis 
Run 

Ellis Run is a small c reek tha t f lows out of the hills 
of eastern Adams County. Like any creek, Ellis Run 
starts OS a small t r ickle in nearby f ields. As it f lows it 
picks up wa te r f rom t iny seeps and hillside springs. 
Dozens of these small springs transfuse Ellis Run until 
one mile f rom its or ig in it is w ide enough to be singing 
as it passes over jut t ing rocks. Ellis Run has a 
character and personal i ty all its own. At places it 
traverses t ranqu i l f a rm land with catt le graz ing on 

the rocky hillsides, whi le at others it passes th rough 
w i ld w o o d e d country wi th no sign of human 
disturbance. 

Like a vein of silver, this small stream twists and 
curls beneath overhang ing boughs and a round 
angu lar boulders. At one place it narrows to pass 
th rough a rocky r i f f le whi le at another w ide a rea it 
becomes t ranqu i l and silent. Like all creeks Ellis Run 
can change character quickly. Walk a long its bank 

"They flow along through silent and secret places..." 
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a f te r a heavy thunderstorm and the once p lac id 

stream wil l be a rag ing torrent . The yel lowish-brown 

wa te r slams into the bonks r ipp ing out great chunks 

of ea r th a n d t o p p l i n g small trees. The trees 

d i sappea r in the water as if swal lowed up by some 

g rea t creature. 

For many of us, creeks like Ellis Run have a 

mysterious qual i ty . They f low a long through silent 

a n d secret places and at every new bend br ing a 

d i f fe ren t scene. During a recent visit we dec ided to 

"Everyone should have a creek of one's own." 

w a d e a section of Ellis Run a n d t ry to dec ipher some 
of its secrets. Our start ing point was in an open grassy 
meadow in the shade of a sugar map le t ree. Here we 
sat on the bank , took of f our shoes a n d socks and 
carefu l ly p laced our fee t in the clear, cool water . The 
bot tom of the stream was bedrock cal led Bisher 
do lomi te , a l imestone depos i ted millions of years ago 
when Adams County was a w a r m , shal low sea. The 
Bisher dolomite was smooth a n d sl ippery and we 
moved cautiously downsteam. 

At numerous places cracks had fo rmed in the 
do lomi te and la rge slabs of rock had been displaced 
by the power of the f l ow ing water . These cracks and 
loose rock slabs c reated idea l h id ing places for 
numerous creek inhabi tants . Minnows of al l sizes and 
descript ion scurried a h e a d of us. Frequently they 
would d isappear , as if by magic, under a rock slob. A 
p rob ing f inger was ef fect ive in rousing them to new 
hid ing places. 

On several occasions we detected the jerky 
swimming action of those small minnows called 
darters. Darters a re mostly bot tom-dwel l ing fish and 
they have the pecul iar hab i t of " w a l k i n g " around on 
the stream bot tom using only their pectora l fins. The 
darters, creek chubs and other minnows were an 
indicat ion tha t Ellis Run is still a reasonably clean 
stream. A pol luted stream soon loses its fish l i fe. 

On numerous occasions we saw crayfish and 
noted tha t they were the some color as the stream 
bo t tom. This protect ive co lorat ion makes these 
creatures less conspicuous to predotors such as 
herons, grackles, raccoons a n d mink. 

As we shuff le a long we enjoy the sycamore and 
buckeye trees ove rhang ing the stream. At places, 
V i rg in ia bluebel ls, w i ld phlox a n d violets carpet the 
bank. Light reflections f rom the water catch our eye 
and we see numerous wa te r striders skimming over 
the surface. Wha t child has not noticed these 
in t r igu ing " w a t e r skaters" a n d w o n d e r e d abou t their 
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abi l i ty to f loat . Wi th each strider we could see six 
r o u n d r e f l e c t i o n s on t h e s t r e a m b o t t o m 
corresponding to the six legs that made small dimples 
in the water 's surface. 

At places, water of Ellis Run picks up speed as it 
plunges over small rocky r i f f les. It was in the a lgae 
mats at these r i f f le areas that we spotted small nets 
of Hydrosyche. Hydrosyche is a species of coddisf ly 
that builds silken nets in fast f lowing water . These are 
food ga the r ing nets and any bit of p lant or animal 
mater ia l is quickly devoured by the wa i t ing coddisf ly 
larvae. 

We wa lked Ellis Run until the sun d r o p p e d low in 
the western sky. Our t r ip back upstream was just as 
much fun as the t r ip downst ream. The moving, 
singing water seemed to soothe and relax us and 
acted as a t ranqu i l i zer as it enr iched our minds and 
hearts. Becoming in t imate wi th the inner l i fe of a 
creek may help us th ink and feel and come closer to 
our inner self and true serenity. 

Everyone should have a creek of one's own. 
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Paul E. Knoop, Jr. is employed by the National 
Audubon Society as Education Director for the 
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm in Dayton, 
Ohio. He authors a weekly column in the Dayton Daily 
News entitled, "Our Natural World." He makes his 
home in West Milton, Ohio. 
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The Marryin' Squires of Aberdeen - Part II 

The fol lowing is the conclusion of a 
newspaper article first published in the 
Louisvil le Cour ier -Journal on August 4, 1897. 
Written by Dorothy Richardson of Maysville, 
Kentucky, it relates the story of the two justices of 
the peace in Aberdeen who illegally married 
thousands of eloping couples. 

While the elopers usually came either by 
carriage, or horseback, on foot, there were a number 
of them who arrived at the Magistrate's house in 
sleighs and sleds, during the course of a winter. The 
majority of the runaway marriages took place on 
board the Gretna Green, however, or on the ferry 
landing itself. Scarcely a day passed without some 

such incident. As was mentioned before, the Squire's, 
son, Thomas, was pilot of the Gretna Green, and 
as he is said to have received a commission on every 
bridal couple whom he landed on the Ohio shore, it 
goes without saying that he was not idle during all 
these years. When an agitated and breathless 
couple came hurrying down to the ferry boat, with on 
infuriated father or guardian following close at their 
heels it was Thomas Beasley who calmed their fears 
by the assurancethat he would see them safely over, 
and that he would not give their followers an 
opportunity of boarding the boat. And he was 
always true to his promise. As soon as the elopers had 
crossed the gang-plank, the pilot ascended to his 
station at the wheel and the good Gretna Green was 
turned toward the green shores of Aberdeen. Nor 
were any threats or prayers on the part of the 

A 1908 picture post card view with Aberdeen, Ohio on the left and Maysville, Kentucky on the right. 



gesticulating parties in pursuit strong enough to deter 
him from his purpose of landing his passengers on the 
borders of the land of promise. Seeing they were 
thus foiled, the enraged and outwitted parents were 
wont to follow in skiffs. Then there was excitement, 
not only for the boat's crew and the contracting 
parties, but also for the residents on both sides of the 
river. The pilot had his own code of signals which he 
hod arranged for the purpose of facilitating his 
father's business methods. Everybody knew when the 
Gretna Green emitted six, short, sharp shrieks of her 
whistle that there was a chase to Aberdeen, and it 
was then o race between Squire and people to see 
who would get to the landing first. Long before the 
boat had touched shore, every man, woman and 
child in the town, who was able to run, walk or crawl, 
hod congregated about the Squire, who was taking 
in the situation through the immense "spy-gloss," 
which he always carried for that purpose. He was 
always ready for such emergencies, his vest pocket 
containing a goodly stock of blank marriage 
certificates and as his marriage ceremony was short 
he made quick work of an elopement once he stood 
face to face or even within earshot of the refugees. 

One unlucky day the Gretna Green was 
disabled, and into that afternoon an excited couple 
arrived at the wharf in proverbial "wedding haste," 
but could find no means of transit. It was during a 
period of high water and the skiffs which lie about 
the landing were all in use. At last, with much 
pleading and the promise of $10 as a reward for his 
services, the owner of a small boat agreed to row 
them to the opposite bank. Before they had reached 
the middle of the stream, the girl's father appeared 
on the scene, and. Lord Ullenlike, offered $20 to any 
man who would row him across the ferry. When they 
had almost reached their haven, the bridegroom 
committed the fatal mistake of looking backward, 
and unable to suppress his exultation at seeing his 
pursuers baff led and outwitted, he jumped to his feet 
and enthusiastically waved his hat in the air, which 
demonstrative action caused him to lose his balance 
and pitch headlong into the current. While some of 
the spectators on the shore were rescuing the 
unfortunate man, the bride's father overtook and 
carried her off, tearful and frightened while the 
thwarted bridegroom was left lamenting. The most 
desperate elopements transpired under cover of 
darkness. The night watchman of the Gretna Green 
made more money than the boat itself by hiring out 
skiffs to the runaways who came down to the water's 
edge at all hours of the night in quest of some means 
of transit to Aberdeen. 
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The people of this city (Maysville) and vicinity 
were married by Squire Beasley as a matter of 
course, as were also his own townspeople. There are 
scores of fathers and mothers of families in this region 
whose grandparents were married by Squire Shelton 
during the early part of his regime, whose parents 
were married by him in later years, and who were 
themselves married by Squire Beasley, illegality of 
marriage running thus through three generations. 
Saturday and Sunday nights were favorite times for 
the people here to be married, especially for those 
employed in the cotton factory and about the wharf. 
The Squire was just as courteous to his colored 
customers as to his white trade, holding that their 
money was just as good and their patronage and 
good will worth as much as that of their fairer-skinned 
brethren. 

While considering this open and long-continued 
violation of the law, as carried on by the two Squires 
of Aberdeen, the question naturally arises in the 
reader's mind as to why these men were never 
prosecuted, and why the people of the town stood by 

and suffered their laws to be thus ignored. The 
apparently perplexing query is readily explained by 
the old adage, "A kind heart covers a multitude of 
sins." A more popular man than either of these 
rollicking, careless old Squires never trod the earth, 
and if they made money easily and in a questionable 
way, they in turn spent it just as freely among their 
neighbors and fellow townsmen. Especially was this 
true of Massie Beasley. While shrewd and exacting in 
his business relations with the matrimonially inclined, 
no beggar ever went away empty-handed from his 
door, nor did a neighbor or friend in financial 
extremity ever have aught to say in denial of the 
Squire's generosity. But, rather than tempt the 
enforcement of the law. Squire Beasley preferred 
that his worldly gain should be represented by a 
bank account rather than in real estate. Immediately 
upon his election to office he very wisely disposed of 
his house and lot in Aberdeen, converting the 
proceeds into gold and bank notes, which, while 
moths and rust might corrupt. Sheriffs could not 
pounce upon and noise. Should such a thing as being 
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The Massie Beasley home as it appeared in 1907 
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"pul led" ever have befallen either of the Squires, 
they would undoubtedly have found some loop-hole 
through which to crawl out. Just where this loop-hole 
was has never been positively determined, although 
many are of the opinion that it was in the wording of 
the marriage ritual itself. That used by Beasley was as 
follows: 

"My young friends, marriage is a solemn 
contract of plighted faith in holy wedlock, which is to 
last during your natural lives, as nothing but death 

A contemporary view of the Massie Beasley home. 

shall sever your marriage vows. You will now please 
*jine' your right hands. Do you both by virtue of your 
marriage vows pledge to each other your plighted 
faith in holy wedlock, to live, love, honor and obey 
each other as a dutiful husband and wife, thereby 
forsaking all others and living for each other alone till 
it shall please Almighty God in his providence to 
separate you both by death? To this do you both 
agree? (Answer.) Inasmuch as you have plighted 
your faith in holy wedlock, the same being witnessed 
by an All-wise God and this audience here present. 

you may now legally and lawfully acknowledge 
yourselves as husband and wife. Take your seats." 

Squire Shelton's service was much shorter, and 
ran thus: 

"Marriage is a solemn ordinance, instituted by 
an All-wise Jehovah. *Jine' your right hands. Do you 
take this woman to nourish and cherish, to keep her in 
sickness and health? (Answer.) I hope you will live 
long and do well together. Take your seats." 

These ore the words that have joined the lives of 
more than 20,000 couples. Squire Shelton read his 
ceremony in a loud, clear voice, while Squire Beasley 
mumbled his words in a low, inarticulate tone. These 
stereotyped forms never varied one iota, with the 
exception of the last sentence in each. "Take your 
seats," which was either added or omitted as the 
occasion demanded. Squire Shelton's form has been 
objected to in that it married the man to the woman, 
but not the woman to the man, ail obligations being 
placed upon the husband's shoulders. 

The only people who ever said harm of Massie 
Beasley, or who ever tried to do him serious injury, 
were the local members of the clerical profession on 
both sides of the river, who openly denounced him 
from their pulpits. But in spite of all their preaching 
and teaching against him, when any of the members 
of their congregations wanted to get married it was 
often Massie Beasley, and not the minister, who was 
favored with the job of tying the knot. One of the 
most bitter and vituperative denunciators of what he 
termed, "This crying evil in our midst," was a 
preacher who received a call to Aberdeen some few 
years before the Squire's death. This worthy man 
coaxed and pleaded, urged and exhorted, but to no 
avail. Wedding parties passed the parsonage door 
every day on their way to the Squire's and still the 
fees that by rights should have helped to swell the 
meager salary of the minister rolled into the already 
full and over-flowing coffer of the merry Magistrate. 
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A Summer, 1930 view of the KIWANIS ferry with Aberdeen in the background. The Simon Kenton Memorial 
Bridge can be seen under construction and, once opened for traffic, doomed the ferry business between 
Maysville and Aberdeen. 

At last, seeing that all his earnest exhortations of his 
flock were as seed sown on barren ground, the 
discouraged parson decided to moke a specialty of 
the matrimonial business himself, seeing that there 
was more money in it than in preaching the gospel. 
He was Massie Beasley's first and only rival, and 
indeed was the only man who ever had the moral 
courage to attempt to wrest away what had been 
considered the perogotive of the Squire of Aberdeen 
for seventy-five years. 

The minister introduced many new wrinkles into 
the business. Indeed he was obliged to do so in order 
to get a start. To this end he cut rates and established 
agents at the ferry landing in Aberdeen, and at the 
wharf and railroad stations in this city. Of course, the 
Squire was obliged to follow suit in order to keep 
abreast of the times. As a consequence every couple 

who landed on either side of the river, whether by 
ferry, steamboat or railroad, if they bore any 
evidence of being matrimonially inclined, were 
immediately pounced upon by these persistent 
drummers. The steamboats were thoroughly 
canvassed every time they made a landing here, and 
while efforts in this direction were scarcely ever 
immediately productive of good results they were the 
means of influencing many a young man and woman 
from a distance to come to Aberdeen to be married. 
A large number of these steamboat customers came 
from the upper end of the river, and were found 
usually on the Pittsburgh and Cincinnati Packet line 
boots. Each agent extolled the respective merits of his 
employer in the most persuasive language, giving his 
rivals a metaphorical block eye. Beasley's agents 
represented that the Squire wasthe only person who 
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was legally authorized to perform a marriage 
ceremony without a license and that those performed 
by any other were bogus. The parson's drummers 
mode the same derogatory statements regarding 
Beasley's ceremonies. 

The squire of Aberdeen enjoyed a prestige, 
however, that it had taken generations to establish, 
and which could not be materially affected by any 
porvenue, even though he did possess more fin de 
sieolo business methods ; so the pa rson , 
notwithstanding his brisk and brilliant beginning, 
was destined to enjoy but a short career in this 
profession, to enter which he had almost deserted his 
original vocation. He realized in due time that it was 
useless to compete with the Squire, and so when he 
received a call from another part of the country it was 
gladly accepted, and the Squire was once more and 
ever afterword cock of the walk. 

Sometimes, through a spirit of mischief, a wag 
of the town, would wage that he could beguile a 
couple in search of the Squire into believing that he 
was the man, and actually marry them himself. His 
opportunity usually come when the Squire was 
absent at a country seat, where he was frequently 

called and whither he always went reluctantly. All 
Aberdeen folks were adepts in spotting elopers, and 
it was not a difficult matter to find victims for the 
practical joker and his boon companions. The 
selected couple was conducted to the tavern parlor 
where the presumptous was, in wise and spectacles, 
was introduced to the green and gullible swains as 
the Squire of Aberdeen, who straightway performed 
the ceremony, signed their marriage certificate with 
the name of Massie Beasley, congratulated them and 
pocketed the fee. When the couple supposing 
themselves to be married hod departed, the 
counterfeit Squire repaired to the barroom, collected 
his bets and spent the whole amount in treating the 
amused and amazed crowd. Incidents of this kind 
were, alas, of only too frequent occurrence, and thus 
many people who are now trembling with the 
thought of having been married by Squire Beasley 
are even in a more deplorable condition. 

A visit last v/eek to Squire Jesse Ellis, the 
gentleman to whom Squire Beasley willed his records 
and those of his predecessor, Thomas Shelton, was 
full of intense interest to me. Mr. Ellis has in his 
possession many unique relics of the late Squire, 
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Thomas Shelton 

having served in the capacity of his deputy during the 
latter's decline. Through Mr. Ellis' courtesy I had the 
pleasure of looking over all the marriage records of 
Aberdeen since the day Shelton acceded to power on 
May 18, 1822, until Massie Beasley's death, in 1892. 
They show the appearance of having been kept 
with a school-girl nicety, and comprise nine 
ponderous volumes. What a prolific hot-bed of 

campaign scandals, I thought to myself, as I turned 
the leaves of Squire Beasley's first volume and 
discovered the name of a man now of national and, 
indeed, international importance in politics. In my 
research through the yellow leaves of these musty. 
Vellum-bound volumes, and which was, moreover, a 
very desultory and random one, I espied the names 
of five men who now occupy seats in the United States 
Congress; thirty-four men who have at some time or 
other filled the some position; seven ex-Senators of 
the United States, with one exforeign Minister, Col, 
Thomas H. Nelson, of Terre Haute, Indiana. Col. 
Nelson was Minister Plenipotentiary to Chili under 
A b r a h a m Lincoln, a n d la te r , under Hayes 
Administration, he was sent to Mexico on the some 
mission. The lady in the case was Miss Elizabeth Key, 
a lineal descendant of the author of "The Star 
Spangled Banner," and a representative of one of 
the oldest families of this city and State. How many 
people there are who have attained high political 
distinction and enviable social position since their 
marriages were recorded in these old books it is 
impossible to estimate. 

There was a bit of pleasurable surprise in store 
for me when Mrs. Ellis called my attention to certain 
of Squire Beasley's documents, which, she proudly 
informed me, had proven of so much interest to 
James Lone Allen, the Kentucky novelist, who visited 
my host and hostess a little more than two years ago 
in search of data for his novel,"Butterflies." The 
elopement of Mr. Allen's hero and heroine, which it 
will be remembered brings the pretty story to a finish, 
was suggested to the author by various tales that he 
heard from Mrs. Ellis anent the merry adventures and 
exploits of some of the bridal couples who sought the 
Squire of Aberdeen. Indeed, it was Squire Massie 
Beasley himself who married Mr. Allen's Hilary and 
Daphne. 
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Ohio Southland in the Eighteenth Century 
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Number 1: 

"Longknives 99 

by an Allegheny Trader 

"Betwixt the Forks and the Oubache" 

This column is the first of what I hope will be a 
series of articles regarding the earliest history of the 
Southland. My interest is the Ohio Valley in the 
eighteenth century. Through this column I would like 
to share some of the interesting events which I have 
found or which I may stumble across. Oblige me as we 
trek bock some 200 years and I hope you enjoy the 
artifacts, comment, or note which should not be 
forgotten. 

The four counties composing Ohio Southland 
are commonly bound by the land and its.people. A 
federal land compromise allowed Virginia soldiers to 
acquire land in this area as compensation for their 
Revolutionary War service. The Virginia influence can 
be seen by looking at any property map in the 
"Military District." While other areas in Ohio were 
generally surveyed in a rectangular system, the 
Virginia Military District was divided by the older 
Virginia method of land survey based on first-come 
first-serve individual claims. Although many soldiers 
sold their claims and never crossed the mountains, the 
one who moved north and west of the Ohio River left 
more than just an indelible mark on the landscape. 

Many of the early settlers in the region were 
already in the west when their claims were made. 
These border settlers were living south or east of the 
Ohio River in what is now Kentucky and West Virginia. 
This area was also a part of Virginia and was called 
West Augusta County through much of the 

eighteenth century. Once land became available in 
the Southland, these Virginians simply slipped across 
the Ohio to locate the finest parcels of vacant land. 

These Virginians were known by both the 
Indians and by people of European descent for their 
tenacity and independent spirit. Those who survived 
were the ones who hod learned to adapt to the west 
and its harsh conditions. The natives north and west 
of the Ohio River hod their own name for the 
Virginians. The Indians called them the "Long 
Knives." 

The Indian name, long knife or great knife, for 
the southern colonist was used almost universally and 
can be found in several native lexicons of those tribes 
living along the upper Ohio. Having given native 
arms and warfare practices considerable thought, I 
feel that this name would inply that native warriors 
were more wary of side arms used in hand to 
hand combat than flying projectiles. This conclusion is 
supported by contemporary remarks made by the 
natives themselves. For instance, the Indians told 
Colonel James Smith that they were not impressed by 
the typical English soldier nor his red coat. It might be 
mentioned that James Smith was raised in 
Pennsylvania but knew the Indians well since he was 
taken captive by them just prior to Braddock's defeat 
on the Monongahela in western Pennsylvania. He 
spent the early part of the French and Indian War 
with his captors. James was subsequently adopted 
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and remained with the Indian in what is now Ohio for 
nearly four years (1755-1759). Eventually, Smith 
moved to the Blue Grass State near Paris, Kentucky 
where he died many years later. Smith's captivity 
journal was first published at the end of the 
eighteenth century. In it he wrote that "ashalecoa, or 
the great knife," which was the name given the 
Virginia riflemen, was indicative of the Indian's 
recognition that these men were beginning to learn 
the "ar t of war" or that they "scattered out, took 
trees" and were versed in native warfare practices. 

SCIOTO RIVER 

OHIO RIVER 

The Ohio Southland area outlined within the old 
Virginia Military District. 

By the mid eighteenth century it would appear 
that the colonists from Virginia were universally 
called by this name even by the French. For example, 
Christopher Gist, an agent for the Ohio Company of 
Virginia while visiting the region above the Falls of 
the Ohio, was called "b ig knife" by Mark Coonce, 
a French trader living on the Muskingum River. 

It is not surprising that the early colonists visiting 
the west would come to be known as the "long knives" 
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by the natives. The rather slow process of reloading 
muzzleloading firearms required the carrying of on 
auxiliary weapon. The sword was the recommended 
sideorm of the day. This weapon continued to be 
used in open battlefield conditions in Europe until the 
introduction of the bayonet in the 18th century. 
However, standardized tactics broke down so easily 
under wilderness conditions that a comfortable 
sideorm was of necessity. The Indians were well 
versed in hand to hand combat. As a result, a variety 
of sidearms remained in use or developed in North 
America. 

The common sidearms used in the western 
wilderness during the eighteenth century was the axe 
or tomahawk and the short sword or knife. These 
weapons continued to be carried in eastern North 
America well into the nineteenth century. The need 
for a second weapon may hove been most easily 
solved by carrying a rather large utility knife, which 

could have also served as a butchering/skinning tool. 
Although literally thousands of these knives were 
fabricated, many were simply lost or broken. 
Homemade examples may not be identified today 
because they may be nearly indistinguishable from 
later knife forms. True fighting knives like those that 
might hove been carried by the Virginians can be 
identified by their size and/or their morphology. On 
occasion an example of this class of knife has survived 
and can be found in modern collections. Many times 
such knives have a rather large but finely forged 
blade. For instance, narrow double-edge blades are 
easily recognizable and were not well suited for 
multiple functions. Today we would call such a knife a 
dagger. Knives of this class with blades ranging from 
8 to 15 inches have survived through time. The sheer 
size of such blades would moke them unlikely 
butchering tools but formidable weapons indeed. 

Fighting knives, like the specimen shown. 

An Early American longknife with pelt. Photo by the author. 
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typically display a rather large knuckle guard to 
protect the hand from attacks made by an enemy. 
This large guard is a carry over from when 
predecessors of these knives were used in Europe as 
" left hand" knives in sword play. Called quillon 
guards, they were needed to protect the swordsman 
from thrusts from long swords which were held in the 
right hand. The value of a large guard would be 
obvious in a contest with an Indian wielding a 
warclub or tomahawk. 

The term long knife represents both the weapon 
and the men who carried them. As a theme, the two 
are inseparable. This theme was observed by the 

Indians who came into contact with the traders who 
were traversing the region and other colonists who 
would later settle there. Obviously the French in 
North America learned about the Virginians and 
their weapons the hard way and were eventually 
displaced by this cutting edge of settlement and land 
exploitation. It is no coincidence that Christopher Gist 
was called a long knife. Beyond this name, however. 
Gist can be more closely associated with the 
Southland. Gist's ventures and adventures are yet 
another story, which we will take up at some later 
t ime , ygr 

The use of the tomahawk and knife by the 
American Indian is quite evident in 
this primitive engraving. 
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Bridges to Our Past fay Ian Cunningham 

A contemporary view of the "recyc/ed" Linn Bridge on 
Morgan Road. 

The C.A. Linn Bridge site near the mouth of 
Eagle Creek in Brown County first had a wooden 
covered bridge built in 1868 and another in 1870. The 
great flood of 1884 carried away the second 
structure whereupon an iron bridge was erected in 
1887 by the Brackett Bridge Company of Cincinnati. 
The center section was 155.5 feet long and each 
approach span was 64 feet in length. 

In 1934, during the reconstruction of the A & P 

Highway (present-day U.S. 52), the old iron Linn 
Bridge was replaced with a new, longer iron span. 
The abutments for the new bridge were built a couple 
of hundred yards south of where the two earlier 
covered bridges and the iron bridge had been 
located. Upon demolition, at least the center span of 
the old Linn Bridge was saved. 

Morgan's Crossing in Perry Township, Brown 
County, forded the East Fork of the Utile Miami River 
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on the road leading west from St. Martin near Clinton 
County. This old route across the East Fork is still 
visible on aerial photos. In 1934 the Perry Township 
trustees shortened, then began re-erection of the 
center span of the salvaged Linn Bridge, locating it 
one quarter mile south of the old Morgan's Crossing 
ford. Work was begun under the public works 
funding established during the Great Depression but 
suffered long delays when State and Federal monies 
were cut off as the local economy in the county 
improved. The bridge location was not opened for 
traffic on Morgan Road until September, 1935 and 
continues to carry traffic today. Still mounted at the 
top of each end of the bridge are the iron plaques 
thai were on it when first built over Eagle Creek in 
1887. 

7nml/a2m Vour local indapandantly ownad I h M Vihit* 
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lan Cunningham is past president of the Brown 
County Historical Society and currently serves as a 
trustee for that organization. A teacher by 
profession, he is considered an authority on the old 
bridges of Brown County. He makes his home at 
Sardinia, a 

E»J^c -

' HARDWARE STORES 

\SXSS'^^m mCDDODD 

CJtoys "on the Courthouse Square! 

BULK HARDWARE ROPE ^ 
REPL. lOOL HANDLES 

GARDEN SEED - MOWERS 
GEM PUMP PART 

HUN I FISH LICENSE 

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 
8:00 A.M.-5:.10PM 

544-3151 
222-4-6 NORTH MARKET STREET WEST UNION 

Images Of Our Heritage 

This 1913 flood scene in Aberdeen shows the old school that was demolished in later years. 



Ohio Soufhiand - 47 

At The Edge 

by Jeffrey D. Knoop 

Copyright 1988 The Nature Conservancy 

The fo l lowing article was or iginal ly 
published in the March/April 1988 issue of The 
N a t u r e C o n s e r v a n c y M a g a z i n e . It is 
reproduced here courtesy of The Nature 
G>nservancy and the author, Jeffrey D. Knoop. 

As you travel east through Adams County in 
southcentral Ohio, the rugged omnipresent hills of 
the Allegheny Plateau loom abruptly above the 
undulating countryside. Here at the Appalachian 
Escarpment—the interface of the Allegheny Plateau 
and the In ter ior Low P la teau , two la rge 
physiographic regions—sprawls one of the most 
biologically diverse collections of natural systems in 
the midwestern United States. Amid rocky slopes, 
rolling meadows, and deep moist ravines, relict plant 
communities have persisted for thousands of years. 

Wild turkeys, once extirpated, inhabit the area as do 
green salamanders and Eastern (or Allegheny) 
woodrats, both endangered in Ohio. 

Here, too. The Nature Conservancy and the 
Cincinnati Museum of Natural History jointly own and 
manage a series of eight contiguous preserves lying 
along a 12-mile stretch of Ohio Brush Creek. These 
preserves, collectively called the Richard and Lucile 
Durrell Edge of Appalachia Preserve System, are 
named in honor of this Cincinnati couple who have 
assisted the Conservancy in land acquisition at the 
"Edge." Their foresight, dedication, and hard work 
have helped to create the largest protected natural 
area in Ohio. 

The history of the Conservancy-Museum 

Above: "The Devil's Teakettle" a pen and ink rendering by Chip Kirker. This 
rock formation is located in The Wilderness Preserve 
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partnership dates to 1959 when the Conservancy's 
Ohio Chapter made its first land purchase: 42 acres 
near the town of Lynx. Today the Edge embraces 
some 5,500 acres of land. From bluffs along the Ohio 
River, to grasslands at Lynx Prairie, to the wooded 
gorges of The Vy/ilderness Preserve, the Edge of 
Appalachia protects critical habitat for more than 40 
rare species. Three areas. Lynx Prairie, Buzzardroost 
Rock, and The Wilderness Preserve, are registered 
national natural landmarks. The system's other 
preserves are Red Rock, Cave Hollow, Hanging 
Prairie, RieveschI, and Abner Hollow. 

The Edge of Appa lach ia 's t remendous 
biological diversity directly reflects a complex 
geological setting. The lower or older rock strata of 
the Interior Low Plateau are predominantly 
limestones and dolomites, which decompose to 
produce a relatively nutrient-rich, alkaline soil. 
Directly above them are layers of younger rock— 
shales and sandstones that are indicators of the 
Allegheny Plateau. These rocks produce a relatively 
nutrient-poor, acidic soil. In certain areas you can see 
not less than six different rock strata within a hillside 
having a vertical elevation of less than 400 feet. 

On the lower slopes of limestones and dolomites, 
deep ravines harbor excellent examples of mixed 

mesophytic forest, a dominant forest type of 
southeastern Ohio. These coves with their rich 
alkaline soils have been compared to the world-
renowned cove hardwood forests of the Southeast's 
Great Smoky Mountains. More than 50 woody 
species may occupy a single ravine with such 
dominant trees as tulip, American beech, and sugar 
maple. A great variety of forest wildflowers also 
carpet these sheltered coves, among them great 
white trill ium, the rare nodding mandarin, and a 
half-dozen orchid species. Sloping rock faces, 
crevices, and talus rocks sustain extraordinary 
displays of ferns. Deep mats of moss overrun by 
tangled "rugs" of walking fern, bulbet fern, and 
wood fern conceal rock exposures. The drier rocks 
may support resurrect ion fern (Polypodium 
polopodiodes), which occurs here at its northern limit 
and is endangered in Ohio, or a species threatened 
in the state—the wallrue spleenwort (Asplenium 
rutamuraria), a fern indicative of alkaline soils. 

Upslope from the forested coves lies a thin, 
resistant rock layer referred to as the Peebles 
Dolomite, in geological parlance. A pock-marked, 
grayish white rock, it represents the remains of on 
ancient fossilized barrier reef composed of coral that 
flourished in a worm, shallow sea some 350 million 

KNOBS, RIDGES 

OHIO BLACK SHALE - 280 Ft. 

BENCH, FALLS 

WAVERLY SHALE 

& SANDSTONE 

PROMONTORY, CLIFFS 
PEEBLES DOLOMITE - 71 Ft. 

BISHER DOLOMITE - 43 R. 

CRAB ORCHARD SHALE -130 Ft. 

BRASSFIELD LIMESTONE - 53 Ft 

Diagramatic explanation of the geology of central Adams County. Grassland or prairie communities are 
restricted to soils derived from the dolomite rock. Courtesy of Richard Durrell. 
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years ago. 
The dry, exposed outcroppings of Peebles 

Dolomite decompose into a thin and droughty yet 
nutrient-rich soil. Although the austere conditions of 
this soil inhibit the growth of woody species, they 
provide suitable habitat for grassland species 
adopted to these harsh conditions. As a result, the 
dolomite outcroppings that "pepper" the Edge of 
Appalachia host small isolated patches of relict 
prairie vegetation. 

Adams County's disjunct prairies represent on 
eastern extension of the western prairies—on arm of 
grasslands reaching into Ohio that is commonly 
called the Prairie Peninsula. The actual origin of the 
Ohio grasslands has been a controversial topic 
among plant ecologists for more than a century. 
However, recent research indicates that the Ohio 
grasslands resulted from a relatively recent 
phenomenon, a product of past climatic change. 

The Edge's many prairie patches—more than 
100 have been reported, ranging from less than on 
acre to 10 acres in size—persist on dry dolomitic soils 
and on disturbed soils underlain by dolomite. 
(Because they also contain significant amounts of 
eastern red cedar, these grassland-dominated 
communities are referred to by scientists as cedar 
glades or cedar barrens.) The grassland species that 
populate these prairies migrated into Ohio some 
5,000 years ago during a warm, dry era called the 
xerothermic period. 

In Adams County, however, species migrated 
not only from the west but apparently from the south 
and southwest as well. The occurrence of these 
southern species is unusual, as the plants are more 
commonly found on the famous cedar glades or 
barrens of the middle Mississippi Valley from 
Tennessee to Missouri. 

Yet not all the soils in the Edge are thin and dry. 

y T y T y 
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MARK AND DEBBIE McCLANAHAN 

Eminent ecologist Dr. E. Lucy Braun in one of the 
many Adams County prairies. The grass is Big 

Bluestem. Photo by H. M. Roup circa 1950. 

Underlain by deeper soils, some of the prairie 
openings ore more mesic (moist) and thus support a 
different composition of rare species. This was 
discovered by the late eminent ecologist. Dr. E. Lucy 
Broun, who spent many years studying the various 
relict plant communities in Adams County. For 
example, she found that prairie openings near the 
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Typical Adams County prairie. Note the invasion of woody plants into these natural grassland openings. 
The site is located southeast of Buzzardroost Rock. Photo by J. D. Knoop 1988. 

town of Lynx had particularly well-developed soils. 
Owing to these differing conditions, species 

composition varies from one prairie opening to 
another at the Edge. In addition to big and little 
bluestem grass, Indiangrass, and sideoats grama 
grass, the prairies boast a long roster of regionally 
rare forbs. Among these are globally threatened 
species like the robust tall larkspur (Delphinium 
exaltatum), the dainty Michaux's leavenworthia 
(Leavenworthia uniflora), and the stunning Great 
Pla ins l ad i es ' - t r esses o r c h i d (Spiranthes 
magnicamporum). The prairies also support a 
number of plants considered endangered in Ohio, 
including the delicate wedge-leaf whitlow grass 
(Draba cuneifolia), Bicknell's panic-grass (Panicum 
bicknellii), plains muhlenbergia (Muhlenbergia 
cuspidata), and the handsome crested coral-root 
orchid (Hexalectris spicata). In addition, a 1985 
discovery at Lynx Prairie revealed a large population 
of the ear-leaved foxglove (Tomanthera auriculata). 
This globally imperiled species, currently known from 
only five states, is under federal review for listing as 

an endangered or threatened species. 
The rarest plant at the Edge of Appalachia is a 

low evergreen shrub called cliffgreen or Canby's 
mountain-lover (Paxishma canbyi). A candidate for 
federal protection, Paxistima is represented by only 
two Ohio populations, both restricted to dry, open 
dolomitic cliffs. It belongs to a group of southern Ohio 
plants more typically found in the southeastern 
Appalachians. Most likely it migrated into southern 
Ohio via the Teays River Valley, an ancient 
northwestward-f lowing river system that was 
obliterated during Pleistocene glaciation. 

Another factor contributing to the diversity of 
habitats at the Edge is that this part of the 
Appalachian Plateau was never glaciated. Thus the 
region retained its varied slopes, ravines, and 
hollows. The most recent glacial advance, which 
occurred about 20,000 years ago, terminated some 
ten miles short of the Appalachian Escarpment in 
Adams County. Nevertheless, the eight Preserves lie 
well within what would have been the periglacial 
zone. 
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Consequently, a relict community of northern 
coniferous forest exists in several locations 
throughout the system, able to persist in the deep, 
shaded ravines or on cool, north-facing slopes. These 
forest fragments are dominated by almost pure 
stands of northern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis). 
Rock-dewlling sullivantia (Sullivantia sullivantii) is 
often found clinging to the dolomite cliffs and 
boulders on the same slopes that support the cedar. A 
species potentially threatened in Ohio, as well as 
globally threatened, this Sullivantia is known from 
only scattered, localized populations in Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Indiana. All told, this relict boreal 
forest is an outstanding example of a disjunct forest 
type occurring at the southern edge of its 
geographical limit. 

Research over the past ten years demonstrates 
that the prairie openings at the Edge of Appalachia 
have been shrinking dramatically; some hove been 
completely overtaken by forest. It appeared that if 
left unchecked, trees would invade the prairies, 
thereby eliminating this unique community and its 
associated rare species. 

Because fire is known to maintain the prairies of 
the western states, the question arose whether or not 
fire might be an appropriate management tool for 
preserving the Adams County grasslands. 
Conservationists in other parts of Ohio were using fire 
to sustain prairie remnants, but because of the 
predominately thin soils, the Adams County prairies 
were thought to be too fragile to burn. 

What, then, were the forces that maintained the 
prairie openings at the Edge of Appalachia? 
Through a gift from the Procter and Gamble Fund, 
the Conservancy funded a study in 1986 to examine 
the possible history of fire at the Edge. Researchers 
synthesized information from a variety of sources, 
including tree rings, early land survey records, and 

U.S. Weather Service climate records. They scoured 
the eight preserves on foot, searching for any 
evidence of fire. 

They found it in the native oak/hickory forests 
that grow on the dry, southwest-facing sandstone 
and shale bluffs: fire-scarred trees. An analysis of 
tree rings showed not only that fires had occurred 
with regularity in the Edge but that they are less 
prevalent today than they were before 1930. (Native 
grazers such as buffalo, elk, and deer—along with 
later disturbances like farming and logging— 
probably also helping maintain the prairies.) 

On the basis of this research, aerial photos, and 
additional field surveys, 16 of the dozens of prairie 
openings in the Edge of Appalachia are being 
formally managed. In other words, the process of 
succession is being halted or at least greatly checked 
by occasional burns as well as by mechanical means, 
such OS cutting down invading trees and shrubs. The 
management methods and their results ore then 
studied, with an eye to applying the most successful 
techniques to other prairies. 

Stewardship and research play an integral role 
in preserving biological diversity at the Edge of 
Appalachia. The Conservancy and the Museum hove 
jointly initiated and funded a number of research 
and management-related projects, from assessing 
the vitality and stewardship needs of plants, animals, 
and associated natural communities to inventorying 
and monitoring rare plants; from observing the 
effects of acid rain throughout the eight preserves to 
determining the status and well-being of two of the 
Edge's rare animals—the green salamander and 
Eastern woodrot. 

Dr. E. Lucy Braun—the ecologist whose early 
studies of the flora of this region and of the eastern 
deciduous forests are now indispensable sources of 
knowledge—was one of the fifst scientists to 
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The distinctive profile of Buzzardroost Rock as viewed in the winter. 

recognize the significance of the Edge of Appalachia 
section of Adams County. It was her dream that one 
day a series of large natural preserves edging the 
Appalachian Escarpment might be linked together to 
form a natural museum for future generations to 
study and savor. Inspired by her dedication and by 
the scenic and botanical values of the area, her 
friends and colleagues in the Ohio Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy and at the Cincinnati Museum of 
Natural History have worked quietly for many years 
to create such a sanctuary. With its multitude of rare 
species and diversity of habitats, the Richard and 
Lucile Durrell Edge of Appalachia Preserve System is 
a legacy to Dr. Braun's vision. 

VISITING THE EDGE OF 
APPALACHIA PRESERVE SYSTEM 

Public visitation within the Edge of Appalachia 
Preserve System is made possible by a well marked 
trail system that begins off Weaver Road and goes 
south through dense forests leading to Buzzardroost 
Rock. A trail that begins near East Liberty Church 
provides access to spectacular grassland openings at 
Lynx Prairie. These trails provide for pleasant hikes 
into the preserves while protecting more sensitive 

areas. With this in mind visitors are asked to please 
stay on the trails at all times. 

As neighbors and visitors to the Edge of 
Appalachia Preserve System, we invite you to share 
in the pride of protecting one of Ohio's outstanding 
natural areas. The plants and animals on this 
preserve must be protected from the harsh effects of 
off-road vehicle traffic and horseback riding, both 
prohibited on the preserve. Rock climbing on the 
property and the collection of plants and animals ore 
also prohibited. The Edge of Appalachia Preserve 
System is an important remnant of Ohio's natural 
history. Please help us in protecting this unique and 
sensitive area. 

ABOUT THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
The Nature Conservancy is a private, 

nonprofit membership organization committed to 
the preservation of outstanding natural lands that 
harbor rare and threatened plants and animals. 
Lands protected by The Nature Conservancy 
perform many important functions in the settled 
landscape in which we live. They are living links 
to the past and will provide important historical, 
cultural, educational, and scientific research 
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opportunities for future generations. 
To d a t e , The Nature Conservancy and its 

members have been responsible for the protection 
of over three mil l ion acres in the United States, 
Canada, Latin America a n d the Caribbean. Whi le 
some areas are transferred for m a n a g e m e n t to 
other conservation groups, both public a n d 
private, such as the Cincinnati Museum of Natura l 
History, the Conservancy owns and manages 
some 1,000 preserves - the largest system of 
privately o w n e d nature preserves in the wor ld . 

I n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s h i p in The N a t u r e 
Conservancy costs $ 1 5 . 0 0 . Members receive the 
state chapter newsletter and nat ional magaz ine 
w h i c h k e e p t h e m i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e 

Conservancy's preservation activities and special 
f ield trips. For more information on membership 
contact: The Nature Conservancy, 1504 West First 
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 4 3 2 1 2 , ( 6 1 4 ) 4 8 6 - 4 1 9 4 . 
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Jeffrey Knoop is the director of the Ohio Land 
Registry and Protection Program of The Nature 
Conservancy and resides in Columbus. Others 
providing research assistance for this article include 
the following staff members of the Cincinnati 
Museum of Natural History: Anita Buck, DeVere Burt, 
David Imbrogno, Peter Whan, and W.T. Rankin, ra 

Travel: 
+++++++++++++++++++++ Son of Heaven +++++++++++++++++++++ 

A once in a l i fet ime oppor tun i ty awaits Ohio 
Southland residents just a couple of hours away in 
Columbus. From March 1 through September 4 of this 
year can be seen the largest exhibit ion of historic 
Chinese ar t and art i facts ever d isplayed in the United 
States. As par t of the cul tural exchange p rogram 
between Red China and the United States, Son of 
Heaven: imperial Arts of China is a spectacular 
assemblage of more than 200 treasures that spbns 26 
centuries of Chinese history. 

Carved jades , porcela ins, bronzes, silver, 
lacquered wood and sculpture are included in this 
collection with paint ings, imper ia l robes and throne 
furnishings. Many of these rare art i facts have been 
unearthed in very recent years and have been on 
display in China for only a short t ime. Insured for 
more than sixty-six mill ion dol lars, the Son of Heaven 
exhibition dates f rom pre- imper io l China of the 7th 
Century B.C. to the ear ly 19th Century A.D. The 
display was assembled f rom collections in 21 Chinese 
museums and f rom numerous archaeolog ica l sites in 
eight Chinese provinces and the ancient city of 
Beijing. 

The Son of Heaven exhib i t ion is located in the 
old Central High School bu i ld ing on Washington 
Boulevard be tween Brood and Town Streets. About 
one four th of the sprawl ing school complex has been 
remodeled and is used for this display. There are f ive 
main gal ler ies in the exhib i t ion, each with its own 
theme. Here con be seen the exquisite art i facts that 
were once used by Chinese emporers—the "Sons of 
Heaven." Ar twork , c loth ing, jewelry, armor and 

household items, several of which come f rom the 
Forbidden City, can be v iewed. In the lost ga l le ry is a 
reconstructed imper ia l bur ia l chamber d isplaying 
many funerary relics including a priceless jade bur ia l 
suit sewn with go ld th read . 

In conjunction with the Son of Heaven exhibi t , 
visitors will f ind a gi f t shop, assembly and reception 
rooms, two theaters and a 350 seat restaurant to 
accomodate the est imated 600,000 people expected 
to visit this unique display. 

There ore a wide var iety and range of tickets 
which can be purchased at the door or through 
Ticketmoster at 1 -800-525-9000. Evening tour groups 
should call 1-614-222-2325. Daytime groups should 
make ar rangements at 1-614-469-1045. School 
groups can be booked by cal l ing 1-614-224-2606.ra 

Chinese Wall. 
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For the Genealogist.., 
Out Of The Attic 

JaSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSi 

Michael Stroup 

Mary Polly Walker Stroup 

From the attic of Lester and Jean Wallis of Hillsboro come these 
old photographs of Michael and Polly Stroup. Lester is a descendant 
of the Stroups through their son, Simon. 

Michael Stroup was born 1 May 1779 in Maryland, the son of 
Michael and Mary Stroup. In 1798, he and his brother Anthony 
moved from Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania to Germantown, 
Kentucky. In April of 1800 they moved to Franklinton (present-day 
Columbus), Ohio. From there they moved to Chillicothe and from that 
settlement they moved in the Fall of 1801 to New Market in 
present-day Highland County. In that little pioneer community 
Michael practiced his trade of manufacturing men's headwear and 
became known as the "New Market Hatter." He finally settled in 
Dodson Township where he and his wife lived their remaining 
lifetimes. The fine brick home they erected in 1824 is still standing 
and is owned by William Dye. Michael was married on 31 March 
1803 to Mary Polly Walker who was born in Pennsylvania in 1786. 
Michael died 20 February 1860. Polly died 14 April 1866. 

A contemporary view of the 1824 Michael and Polly 
Stroup home near Dodsonville. 

McFARLAND 
FORD-MERCURYINC, 

123 N. Main Street 
Peebles, Ohio 
513-587-2626 

735 E. Main Street 
West Union, Ohio 

513-544-5515 

I 
I 

Toll Free 1-800-345-4909 
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The children of Michael and Polly Stroup pre as follows: 

William M. 1 January 1804 16 September 1883 m. Elizabeth Thompson 
Henry 12 December 1805 - 29 July 1874 m. Lucinda Liggett 
Simon 3 March 1808 19 May 1877 m. Barbara Pulse 
Clayborn 26 January 1810-26 November 1891 m. Mary Stroup 
Harriet 6 June 1813 28 January 1897 m. Henry Pegan 
Margaret 29 October 1815-9 October 1881 m. Thomas Bateman 
Eliad 21 February 1818-8 January 1842 never married 
Cynthia 6 February 1820 - 28 June 1900 m. (1) John Pulse (2) Daniel F. Wilkin 
Matilda 29 March 1823-2 February 1839 never married 
Walker 11 October 1824 11 January 1874 m. Naoma Bussey 
Elma 12 March 1827 - 30 September 1911 m. Samuel Duvall 
Mary Ann 14 February 1830 - 13 June 1850 never married 
Elizabeth Jane 14 February 1830 
Mary Jane no data available ra 

22 September 1873 m. William Duckwall 

T y «r T • y ^ 

PRATHER'S 
IGA 

107 E. Walnut St. West Union, Ohio 

PHONE: 513-544-2643 

FULL SERVICE DELI/BAKERY 

Party Trays — Baked Goods 

Complete Catering — Wedding Cakes 

DELI - 544-2228 

Hopewell Farms 
DRIED HERBS & EVERLASTING FLOWERS 

WREATHS 
POTPOURRIS & FRAGRANCE ACCESSORIES 

BOTANICALS & ESSENTIAL OILS 

NATIONALLY DISTRIBUTED TQ FINER 

DEPARTMENT, GIFT & SPECIALTY STORES. 

• • • • 
When in Adams County ... Visit 

THE HOPEWELL FACTORY & SHOP 
301 Pearl Street 

Manctiester, Ohio 

Wide Assortment... Substantial Savings 

* * • • 
GUIDED GROUP TOURS-RESERVATIONS ONLY 

WRITE OR CALL 513-549-2666 

© 1989 HOPEWELL FARMS 
"One of the Country's Leading Growers" 
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Lewis-Sullivan Funeral Home 
Seaman, Ohio 
513-386-2191 

Bradford-Sullivan 
Funeral Home 

Winchester, Ohio 
513-695-0622 

Bill Sullivan-Director 
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